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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


Outstanding ‘Taxes in J. M. Thompson’s list, 1858, 90 9 
do. do. J. Emery’s list, 1859, 61 66 

do. do. C. Richardson’s list, 1860, 188 38 

do. do. do. do. 1861, 1804 67 
Cash in Treasury, 125 03 
$2188 83° 


SAMUEL GOWING, ) Selectmen of 
DANIEL T. GAGE} Hudson. 


RECEIPTS. 
Feb. 1863, whole amount as per above, $2188 83 
Tax for Town and School, 1938 0) 
State Tax, ; 298 40 
County Tax, 581 96 
Received of the State, railroad tax, 307 03 


66 


of County for relief of Co. poor, 63 06 
of R. Webster for support of Tho’s 


“ 


Foot, 80 00 
5457 28 
Outstanding orders of 1861, paid by the Trea- 
Surer, 108 03 


Whole amount of receipts available $5349 25 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Bills paid for 1861-2 : 

For breaking roads. 
Reuben P. Smith, 
Joseph S. Floyd, 
Taulford D. Melvin, 
Reuben Taylor, 
Alven Smith, 
George M. Clark, 
William Kelley, 
Mrs. Mary Wason, 
John Winn, 
Franklin Wilson, 
Hiram Cross, 
Luther Pollard, 
Jackson E. Greeley, 
David Clement, Jr. 
John Lenehan, 
John Gillis, 
Abijah Hill, 
Gilman Andrews, 
Henry C. Marsh, 


Noah Robinson for support of Widow Elijah 
Marshall, 

Stephen Marshall, do. Mrs. Susan Robinson, 

Eli Hamblet for taking care of ‘Town House 
and fluid, 

Eli Hamblet, cash paid for the town, 

Eli Hamblet, services as Treasurer and re- 
cording taxes, 

Eli Hamblet, services as Selectman and Oy- 
erseer of the poor, 

Samuel Gowing, do. 

Daniel T. Gage, do. 

John Gillis for plank, 

John Gillis for snowing T. F. Bridge, 

Hills & Webster, land damages for Tyler © 
Thomas road, 

John Cross, part of his do. 

Kimball Webster, do. 

Part of Daniel T. Davis note, 

Part of Stiles note, 

Williams note, 

Richard R. Strong, balance of account at 
Alms House, 


(wd) m= 

MO HWOMWAMD CO =! 
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a 
2) 
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$185 94 


Ellen A. Strong, labor at do. 35 56 
DPD. O. Smith, medical services, 20 00 
D. O. Smith, Superintending School Com. 30 00 
Wm. Gaskin, lettering guide board, 4 13 
Expenses of County Com. on Steele road, 96 42 
Caleb Richardson for collecting taxes, 37 33 
G. W. Hills, goods furnished Alms house, 5 96 
James B. Merrill for relief of Stephen Rich- 
ardson, % 15 
Wm. Blodgett, do., 2 16 
G. W. Hills, do., 17 46 
Thomas Clough, do., PAO 
John Gillis, do., 70 
G. W. Marshall, do., 1 33 
Albin Beard, printing town report, 24 00 
— $1352 68 
School money, 1861 : ! 
Danie} T. Gage, 35 00 
Samuel Walker, No. 3, 31 83 
Paul Colburn, No. 4, 13 53 
David Clement, Jr., No. 7, 15 65 
Hiram Cross, No. 8, 1 85 
Alden M. Jones, No. 9, 21 83 
Warren Hill, No. 10, 16 00 
— $135 69 
Bills paid for 1862-3. 7 
N. P. Greene for blank books, 4 68 
G. W. Hill’s for relief of Augustus Buttrick, 4 00 
Caleb Richardson do. 1 47 
Mrs. J. C. M. Greeley do. 1 96 
Dr. J. E. Greeley, Medical attendance of do. 15 09 
_Angolia J. Burns, nursing Mrs. do. 4 50 


G. H. Burns, insurance on town farm buildings 1 49 
Asylum for the insane for support of Mrs. Sarah 


Hadley, 152 63 
Asylum, Thomas Foot, do. 129 20 
‘Stephen C. Marshall for support of Mrs, Susan 

Robinson, 18 25 
Edwin S. Trow, coffin robe and services as sex- 

ton for do. 9 00. 
Benjamin Pollard for support of Widow Mary 

Smith, 10 70 
Ellen A. Strong labor at alms house 5 00 
Wm. F. Chase plank for bridge 4 65 
John Cummings, repairing bridge, 2 00 


$364 62 


6 
Caleb Richardson for planking Taylor’s Falls 


bridge, 30 81 
u 4: for non resident highway tax 
receipts, 21 23 
of 1: for relief of John Johnson 3 12 
Clement Trow and Co. for building part of new 
highway, 150 00 
Wm. F. Lewis repairing hearse, 75 
K. Websier running town line, 1 00 


G. Y. Sawyer for settlement of Bixby law suit, 178 00 
C. F. Stetson goods furnished the alms house 21 36 


G. W. Hills do. 64 23 
66 ‘* relief of J. Corlis, 11 00 
Daniel T. Gage, do. 3 93 
Albin Beard hand bills, 1 00 
Noah Robinson relief of Widow Marshall, 22 28 
J. G. Blunt for relief of Mrs. G. G. Whittemore, 3 81 
John Gillis snowing T F bridge, 8 00 
J. C. Dudley do. 25 04 
Daniel T. Gage cash paid for town, 3 78 
Noah O. Robinson repairing bridge, 11 77 
Hiram Marsh cash paid for sundries as committee 
for relief of soldier’s families, 3 93 
6 service, for do. es 
Services of committee for appraising the real 
estate of the town, 150 00 
Eli Hamblet services as treasurer and recording 
taxes, 15 00 
Samuel Gowing services as Selectman and over- 
seer of the poor, | 23 89 
Caleb Richardson do. 40 95 
Daniel T. Gage part of do. 18 75 
Caleb Richardson non-resident highway receipts 1] 00 
66 5S going to Concord, 6 20 
ws 5 abatement of taxes of Wm. 
Warren’s heirs, 14 13 
4 $s a *¢ list of 1860, i Gee 
6b 3 6c 66 6e 1861, 63 39 
e Fs relief of county poor, 3 30 
School money, 1862-3. 
Dist. No. 1, Elijah Richardson, 88 10 
2, William F. Chase, 88 10 
3, Samuel Walker, 50 17 


4, Paul Colburn, 83 00 


$561 11 


$374 08 


5, D. O. Smith, 85 00 

6, Dana Sargent, 70 00 

7, David Clement, Jr. 00 00 

8, Hiram Cross, 64 98 

9, Alden M. Jones, 38 15 

10, Warren Hill, 63 00 

State tax, 298 40 
County tax, 581 96 
Whole amount of receipts, 5349 25 
Whole amount disbursements, 4298 77 


Balance in favor of the town, 
Outstanding orders 


Total balance in favor of the town, 


The town is owing the following notes and bills : 


Heirs of Daniel T. Davis’ note, $1060 00 
John Burnham’s note, 401 45 
Samuel Morrison’s note 223 47 


Josiah K. Wheeler’s note for land damages on 


Tyler Thomas road, 159 00 
John Cross for do. 390 00 
Willard Spaulding do. 287 29 
John Cummings do. 362 84 
Miss F. V. Greeley’s note, 615 00 
D. O. Smith’s note, 1175 88. 
Joseph G. Carlton’s note, 1025 00 
Eliphaz W. Upham’s note, 3062 00 
Gilman Andrews’ notes, 528 00 
Richard R. Strong’s do. 196 88 


Richard R. Strong’s part of salary at alms house 157 11 


Dr. D. O. Smith for medical services, 20 00 
Dr. D. O. Smith superintending school com- 
mittee, 30 00 


Nehemiah: Hunt relief of Mrs. G. G. Whittemore 5 00 


John Marshall land damages on Seavy road, 170 00 
George W. Trow do. 35 00 
James H. Steele do. 50 00 
School money unpaid, 180 45 
Dan’! T. Gage part of services as selectman 

and overseer of poor, 40 00 
Ellen A. Strong labor at alms house, 65 00 


$630 50 


$1050 48 
24 57 


$1077 05 


$9643 92 


Whole amount of receipts, —— $10,239 37 


Balance of receipts, 


Excess of liabilities over means, 


es 


1077 05 


ee 


$9162 32 


We have examined the Treasurer’s accounts from Feb.25, 1862, 
to Feb. 26, 1863, and find them well vouched, and correctly cast. 


The state of the treasury, Feb 26, 1863, is as follows : 


Outstanding taxes in J. M. Thompson’s list 1858, 9 09 


Do. in J. Emery’s, 1859, 61 66 
Do. in Caleb Richardson’s, 1860, 21 42 
Do. ‘ do. 1861, 219 76 
Do. in do. 1862, 537 71 
Cash in the treasury, 227 41 


DANIEL T. GAGE, 
SAMUEL GOWING, 


Hudson, Feb. 26, 1863. 


Borrowed, by vote of the town to pay bounties 


to volunteers, 6050 00. 
Received from the State for relieving families 
of volunteers, 499 68 
Paid volunteers, 5700 00 
‘¢ Richard R. Strong’s notes, 319 76 
*¢ part of Stiles note, 41 12 
“« Ellen A. Strong’s note, 26 16 
“© Bristol & Co. 120 00 
“ B. F. Emerson, 82 00 
** Land damages on Seavy road, °5 00 
** Pierce g- McQuesten, 165 62 


** Stamp oncheck, 


gare ae 


$1077 05 


Selectmen of Hudson. 


$6549. 68 


$6549 68 


REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


EXPENDITURES. , 
G. W. Hills for goods, 64 23 
C. F. Stetson, do. 21 36 
Bristol & Co. do.. B5 53 
D. O. Smith medical services, - 20 00 
Richard R. Strong, bills paid for the town, 170 59 
do. salary, 200 00 
Ellen Strong, for labor, 65 00 
Total, ——— $566 71 
RECEIPTS. | 
At alms house, 213 48 
Boarding County poor, 3 50 
Due from county, 18 00 


Due from B. F. Chase for boarding Esther Marsh 60 00 
Due from Edward Bixby for chopping and draw- 


ing wood, 44 00 
Whole amount, ~aannee $338 98 
Balance against the alms house, $217 73 
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EXPENSES OF THE FARM. 
Noah Robinson for support of Widow Elijah 


Marshall, 22 28 
Insane Hospital support of Mrs. Sarah Hadley, 152 63 

do. do do Thomas Foot, 129 20 
Stephen Marshall, support of Mrs. Susan Rob- 

inson, 18 25 
Edwin 8. Trow, coffin, robe and sexton ser- 

vices for do. 9 00 
Relief Stephen Richardson, 25 07 

do. John Johnson, 6 25 

do. J. Corlis, 20 06 ~ 

do. Augustus Buttrick, 27 02 

do. Mrs. Geo. G. Whittemore, 10 81 
Received of Kimball Webster, for support of 

Thomas Foot, 80 00 
Due from K. Webster, 49 20 
Received from County, 59 56 


Balance against the town, 
Balance against the alms house added, 


Total balance against the town, 


$420 57 


$188 76 


$231 81 
217 73 


$449 54 
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INVOICE OF STOCK AND PROVISIONS AT THE TOWN 
FARM. 


L pair oxen, 80, 2 pr. steers, 185, 7 cows, 140, 335 00 


5 yearlings, 30, 4 two years old, 40, 70 00 
16 tons English hay, 200, 1 ton oat straw, 7, 
corn fodder, 3, 210 00 


8 ox yokes, 17, 5 hay forks, 1, 3 ladders, 1.25, 19 25 
Drag, 50, winnowing mill 3, 2 ox carts, 30, 33 50 


Ox wagon, 12, chains, 3, 2 harrows, 7, 22 00 
Travers sled, 35, 3 shovels and fire forks,2, 37 00 
Hoes, 2, crowbars, 2, hay cutter, 2.50, 6 50 
4 ploughs, 10, 6 hay rakes, 50, cultivator, 75, 11 25 
11 meal bags, 2, set dry measures, 75, 2 79 
D baskets, 1.25, 2 iron wedges, 50, Lidar ys 


40 bushels corn, 40, 5 do. barley, 5, salt, 50, 45 50 
15 bu. rye, 1.50, 45 do. oats, 25, 4 shoats, 40, 66 50 
Sleigh, 3, buffalo robe, 5, harness and bells, . 

3.50, 11 50 
Carpenter’s tools, 2.50, 6 scythes and snaths,4, 6 50 
3 bush scythes and snaths, 2.50, lot oak lumber, 

10, 12 50 
12 M. pine lumber, 120, 5 axes, 2.75, 122 75 
Grindstone, 2, 14 M. shingles, 5, horse rake, 2, 9 00 
Wood saw and horse, 25, 4 turkeys and 20 

hens, 9, 9 25 
Iforse wagon, 20, 20 bushels turnips, 2.50, 22 50 
200 bushels potatoes, 90, 90 Ibs. butter, 21.50, 111 50 


14 doz. candles, 2.10, 2 barrels soap, 7, 9 10 
300 Ibs. beef, 15, 270 Ibs. ham, 27, 500 salt 
pork, 50, 92 00 


19 bbls. apples, 12, 9 do. cider and barrels, 18, 30 00 
12 gallons boiled cider, 2, barrel vinegar, 4, 6 00 
5 bush. white beans, 15, 10 colored do., 20, 35 00 
4 bush. peas, 8, 20 Ibs. sausages, 2,50, 10 50 
100 lbs. lard, 12.50, 100 dried apple, 7, 19 50 


$1368 60 


The present number of inmates at the alms house is 7. George 


Smith having left in May. 


So far as we have been able to judge, the business of the alms 
house and farm, have been managed by Mr. Strong and his wife, 
with neatness, good judgment and economy. About fifty rods of 
ditch have been dug the past season, and 120 loads of mud hauled 
to convenient places for use. We have secured their services for 


another year for $200.00. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee respectfully submits the 
ollowing report : 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


Summer Term—Miss L. Ellen Marshall of Tyngsborough, 
Teacher. Miss M. is a teacher of some experience, and succeed- 
ed in winning the esteem and confidence of her pupils; and, 
though perhaps not always sufficiently exacting in her demands, 
was regarded with favor by the parents of the district. ‘The closing 
eXamination was quite creditable—it being apparent that the chil- 
dren had received excellent instruction, and made commendable 
improvement of the facilities afforded them, particularly the high- 
erclasses. Composition was pursued with interest by several of 
the pupils. . 

No. of visitors by citizens and others 30. 

Winter Term—Mr. Nehemiah H. Gage, Teacher. Mr. G. is 
athorough scholar, manly, firm, and faithful. This school has 
made good advancement for some years past, and now numbers 
among its members some superior scholars, although a few have 
not acquired habits of study. It is pleasant to notice that a grow- 
ing interest is being manifested in the study of Grammar, the class 
being large and well disciplined. ‘Ihe order at each visit of the 
Committee was usually good, and the recitations at the close of the 
term were prompt and well understood, especially those in Arith- 
metic, Geography and Geometry. Although the attendance was 
more regular than in some past terms, the teacher in his report 


Says ‘‘occasional absences have caused much retardation of pro- 
gressing classes.”’ 


No. of visitors 21. 
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DISTRICT NO. II. 


Summer Term—Miss Carrie D. Pollard, Teacher. 

This was the second term taught by Miss. P. in this district, and 
like the first, was discretely managed—the teacher displaying a 
graceful aptitude and devotedness to the work and the pupils a laud- 
able amount of ambition. ‘The order was good and noticeable im- 
provement was made in Reading, Writing and Spelling. The 
ordinary recitations were of as high an order as could be expected 
considering the age and attainments of the pupils; the class in 
Arithmetic deserving particular notice. In short the term was 
quite successful. 

No. of visitors 27. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. Daniel Gage. 

This school in some respects is the counterpart of No. 1, being 
composed of those who rank considerably above and below the 
medium grade of scholarship. Mr. G. isan accurate scholar, and 
by industry and entire devotion to the good of his pupils, succeeds 
in accomplishing the object of his labor, although a larger exhibi- 
tion of disciplinary power would not be amiss in the management 
of most schools. E:xacting in his demands at the hour of recita- 
tion, he seldom fails to require the most critical accuracy of his 
classes ; and when the tendency of the pupil is to fall short of the 
ordinary requirements, his deficiences may and should be coun- 
terbalanced by the extra demands of the teacher. ‘The examina- 
tion was quite interesting and pleasant excepting an inexcusable 
amount of whispering. ‘fhe classes in Grammar, and the smaller 
class in Reading and Spelling evinced patient and persevering la- 
bor on the part of teacher and scholars. ‘Those in Arithmetic 
and Geometry were thorough and accurate—having been requir- 
ed to go behind rules and formulas and give the reason of pro- 
cesses—the basison which rest the great principles of mathemati- 
cal demonstration. All things considered, this continues to be one 
of our best schools. 

No. of visitors 31. 


DISTRICT No. IIL. 


The Summer Term of this school was taught‘by H. Jennie Kim- 
ball of Salem, the Winter Term by Miss L. Arabella Walker of 
Natick, Mass. 

This school is laboing under the disadvantage of being tco small 
in respect to numbers to possess that interest, that ambitious rivalry 
which should exist between pupils, in order to lead them to indus- 
trious and persevering habits of study, or call out the energies of 
the teacher. Nevertheless the scholars manifested a degree of 
mental activity truly commendable, and the Teachers, exer- 
cising much patience and perseverance, found sufficient eniploy- 
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ment in conducting it in a manner to give satisfaction to the parents 
who are immediately interested. ‘The examination at the close of 
each term, discloseda good degree of advancement, especially in 
Reading. 

No. of visitors both terms 45. 


DISTRICT NO. IV. 


Both terms were taught by Miss Ellen J. Adams of Nashua. This 
school is very large requiring great industry, energy and unceasing 
watchfulness to discharge properly all the duties demanded of the 
position of teacher, particularly the Winter Term. ‘There are 
many classes and there cannot well be less. Miss A. possessing an 
appropriate adaptation to the peculiar wants of the school, never 
neglecting a duty because it requires effort, unsparing in her labors 
though necessarily arduous, succeeded in enforcing satisfactory 
discipline during each term and generating a laudable amount of 
ambition and love for study. Although there are imperfections and 
delinquencies on the part of some scholars, we should hesitate to 
condemn or even severely reprove while the school is struggling 
against so many obstacles to success. May the time be near at 
hand when the voters in this district shall be able to fully appre- 
ciate the advantages of a graded school, and show a willingness to 
act accordingly. The closing examination of each term gave evi- 
dence of as much advancement as it has under other well approved 
and popular teachers. Indistinct and feeble intonation still con- 
tinues to be peculiarly characteristic of this school, although im- 
provement in this respect has been wrought the past year. Credit 
is due the larger scholars for being generally respectful and con- 
siderate towards their teacher. Drawing of maps was pursued by 
a large number of the pupils of the winter term as a recreative 
exercise, and very many of the specimens were tasty and elaborate. 
The classes in Analysis and Grammar were able to sustain a criti- 
cal examination. Several scholars are reported as being neither 
absent nor tardy. Number of visitors both terms, 85. 


DISTRICT NO. V. 


Summer Term—Miss L. Maria Colburn, Teacher. This was the 
third term successfully taught by Miss. C. and like the first, was 
conducted in a manner conducible to improvement and mutual 
good feeling, although the order which was the only deficiency ob- 
servable, seemed to be more lax than preceding terms. The at- 
tendance was quite regular, recitations generally prompt and well 
understood, particularly the lower classes and the one in Colburn’s 
Arithmetic. The appearance of the writing books was not ex- 
celled by any in town. Six are reported as being neither absent 
nor tardy. No. of visitors, 27. 
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The Winter Term was taught by Miss Hannah E. Hardy.— 
Miss H. possesses rare literary qualifications, and manifested more 
than usual fidelity in the performance of her respective duties. 
Early in the term a few of the larger scholars became impatient 
of restraint, and after being faithfully admonished by the Commit- 
tee to no purpose, two of the number were expelled for two days 
asa punishment, and were detained by their parents the remain- 
der of the term. Is there nota growing tendency in our commu- 
nity to interdict and frown upon all punishment in. our public 
schools ? And if so, is it not directly subversive of all order, and 
consequently, all the objects for which they were established and 
are being supported ? May thisbe a theme for ingenuous and 
attentive consideration. 

The remaining portion of the term was more orderly, and a good 
degree of interest manifested by all the pupils. ‘The presence of 
an epidemic in the district, diminished the regularity of attendance. 
The examination was animated, and for promptness and accuracy 
is seldom equalled. The first class in Reading, Grammar, Geog- 
raphy and the smaller classes in Spelling made. "good advancement 
and were unusually expert. ‘The ornamental and practical art of 
Drawing was studied by several of the pupils and interesting speci- 
mens exhibited. No. of visitors, 23. 


DISTRICT NO. VI. 


Summer Term.—Miss M. Jennie Currier, of Nashua, Teacher. 
This was Miss C.’s second term in this district,’ and when first 
visited by the Committee, the prospects for success were usually 
good ; but ata subsequent visit, early in the term, there was much 
whispering, restlessness and general disorder. The teacher was 
anxious that the pupils should learn, desirous of success, but she 
failed to command obedience, or to maintain that order which 
should be established in every school before advancement can be 
made in study. Advice and reproof were given, and at a later 
visit there was unequivocal melioration in its general appearance, 
the order being usually good and the recitations well digested. By 
mistake, notice of the examination was not received by the Com- 
mittee, but it was well reported by those who were present. No. 
of visitors, 28. weit 

The winter term was taught by Miss Julia A. Bixby of Litch- 
field. Miss B. labored with earnestness and diligence, and dis- 
played ability in discharging the various duties of a teacher. The 
order was imperfect, especially during the first part of the term. 
While some of the scholars did themselves honor by their quiet and 
orderly deportment, others, (some of the ladies particularly) took 
advantage of the teachers’ lenity and the large liberty she allowed 
them, and did themselves discredit by. their careless and lawless 
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behavior. More stern discipline is required in this school than the 
number and age of the pupils would seem to demand. Itis quite 
probable that parental influence at home, judiciously exercised, 
would contribute to improve its character. Nevertheless, there 
were many indications of excellence, and the examination revealed 
general accuracy and satisfactory progress. The classes in Read- 
ing and Grammar are not surpassed by any in town. ‘The occa- 
sion was enlivened by Declamations and Compositions, and all the 
exercises, being audible, were peculiarly pleasant and instructive. 
No. of visitors, 65, 


DISTRICT NO. Vil. 


The Summer and Winter Terms were under the instruction of 
Miss M. Francis Geuld of Tyngsborough. A large experience, 
coupled with energy, decision, discretion in the general manage- 
ment and a natural aptness for teaching, places Miss G. in the 
first rank of teachers. This school during the past year, has made 
much improvement in discipline and habits of study, and as a re- 
sult more progress ; a fact which clearly demonstrates the wis- 
dom of avoiding as far as practicable a frequent change of teach- 
ers. According to the Register, many of the parents have mani- 
fested an interest in the school by frequent visits. (ood order, 
good recitations and good voices, made the examination both 
pleasing and edifying. The young class in written Arithmetic and 
the classes in Geography were able to sustain a tolerable thorough 
criticism. By patient, persevering effort on the part of pupils, 
parents and teachers, this school may soon rank among the first in 
town. No. of visitors both terms, 115, 


DISTRICT NO. VIIL. 


Summer Term.—Miss Martha E. Pollard, Teacher. ‘This school 
contains a large number of small scholars, demanding constancy 
and forbearance on the part of the teacher. Miss P. seemed to 
spare no effort in her labors for success, and was successful ; al- 
though her power of physical endurance seemed inadequate at 
times, to meet the requisitions of the school. The pupils were 
generally obedient and attentive, mode of instruction thorough and 
systematic, and the examination every way worthy of the commen- 
dation which the visitors conferred upon it. More than usual at- 
tention was given to Writing. No. of visitors, 58. 

Winter Term.—Miss Vilana L. George, of Auburn, Teacher. 
Miss G. is active, diligent and resolute, disclosing no disposition to 
avoid the weighty responsibilities which rest upon every teacher of 
youth, and succeeded in gaining the respect and confidence of both 
pupils and parents. Asa result the term was eminently success- 
ful, For some years past, this school has been rapidly growing 
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in numbers and intelligence, and is evidently soon destined to oc- 
cupy an elevated position in the grade of schools. The comfort 
and health of the scholars, demand a more commodious school- 
room. The concluding exercises were all meritorious, especially 
those in Reading and Spelling, the latter not being excelled or even 
equalled by any in town. For good voices this school stands unri- 
valled. Several are reported neither absent nor tardy. No. of 
visitors, 36. 


DISTRICT NO. IX. 


Summer Term—Miss Mattie F. Marsh, Teacher. This school 
is likewise steadily increasing in numbers ; and, under the able in- 
struction of the past year, has made much improvement in disci- 
pline and general studiousness. ‘The summer term, though gen- 
erally pleasant and profitable, was essentially impaired by an epi- 
demic (whooping cough) which lessened the regularity of atten- 
dance and quietness of the school-room. ‘This house is also too’ 
small to suitably accommodate all of the pupils. In respect to the 
mode of discipline the teacher says, ‘I have tried the persuasive 
principle; and find it in most cases admirably successful. Mind is 
vastly superior to matter ; and when even a child’s conscience is 
touched by adirect appeal or rebuke, it is remembered far longer 
than a whipping will be, and also proves more effectual.” More 
than usual interest was manifested by the parents in visiting’ the 
school during the term. ‘The examination was. highly creditable 
to both teacher and pupils. Eight scholars are reported neither 
absent nor tardy. No. of visitors, 102. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Annie M. Goodwin of 
Londonderry. Miss G. is emphatically a working teacher, exact 
and methodical yet compassionate in discipline, possesing much of 
that indescribable attribute or tact which is born in some persons, 
but which cannot be learned in any school or communicated by 
art to any one who is naturally destitute of it, and her efforts. were 
apparently quite satisfactory to all interested. Strict order, ani- 
mated recitations and the presence of a respectable number of the 
friends of the school, contributed to make the examination agreea- 
ble and instructive. The classes in Arithmetic and Geography are 
seldom excelled considering age and facilities. It would be please’ 
ant to see more care and solicitude manifested in Reading and 
Spelling, particularly by the larger scholars. No. of visitors, 34. 


DISTRICT X. 


Summer Term—Miss Emma 8. Sargent Teacher. Miss S., 
though young and inexperienced, is an accurate scholar and proved 
herself well adapted to the wants of this school. The government 
was wise and salutary, and the final exercises evinced rie im 


19 


provement and were as varied and attractive as could be reasona- 
_ bly expected from so small a number of pupils. May a bright fu- 
ture attend Miss 8. in this department of effort. 

No. of visitors, 15. 

The Winter School was taugh by Miss L. Maria Colburn. Miss 
C. is eminently entitled to her high reputation as an earnest, thor- 
ough and successful teacher, notwithstanding an apparently grow- 
ing deficiency in respect to order. Loose and careless discipline 
is not only prejudicial to the welfare of a school for the time being, 
but prospectively ;—a fact which parents and teachers should most 
carefully heed. A large delegation of individuals from the dis- 
trict were present at the examination, and seemed well pleased 
with the exercises. The classes in Arithmetic, Algebra, Philoso- 
phy and Grammar, indicated laborious application and are worthy 
of especial mention. There was more whispering and restlesness on 
the part of the smaller scholars than is usual for this school. ‘The 
interspertion of Composition, Declamations, Dialogues, &c., re- 
lieved the tedium of the occasion. No. of yisitors, 45. 
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Important statistical information may be gained from the follow- 


ing table. 


; ye de: 00 00 Ht 10 | 
Instances of dismissal. [%&3\°. I> Of ee 


es | | ee | | ce | eee 


Nocof papits notoabsetit( > Sous eg Le OS SO it 
one half day. | 


es: | | ee S| | | | SN | es ee 


Le ee ee 
—— eee 


' | 
z aes 
}Algebra and Geometry. MMO IOMOO|ON A te te vgn oCcjoo|llt >» 
| 


History SPIEL [169 |S SO] S10 |S OWOSSO [Ne loo 
3 u u oD Hed rt o> 
Writing. mae eee Rs mo le ot et | ete sae 

2 SS ee ne ee eee 
| ON Ore [N ~ |N OD me 
Geography. EE aa | rhe hoe het ye ead 
i en, |S SS ce rary RES FET el arcar =e Se OE Ss 
u NN me i~C OU lee etre CO 
Grammar. aac Bah sie lp aa —— = 
we S| | ——_— — | | | 
, $ ae s iD mt OOD 1D be |N OD Nes ho 
No. studying Arithmetic. 23 2A Pa SS Ad SANA AAs 
es | | ce | | | — 
eo ee 
C969 [CO IVI H | OID [ND 019 10 od. [HO Ino 
Instances of tardiness. [Cyt INA) ea, mae Pg pent SS 
| Sa | ee in: oe ie ie, ee 
| ies) | CO oD OD lorie) 
|Average attendance, aR hy ig SSAA SS IRaeniaa les 
| V—_—_—_—e_— —_——— 
IN | > Ore DAD'S 00 & CO tr | 
No. of Scholars. QOS NS) |B AN AA AA a aI 
| eeeeenecs | ees | anes | es | —— | tan am 
% % 
Soe © | SoS ROSS 12S (ODO Salo eS 
‘Wages of Teacker pr mo.|> S |S S |S | SS ole Sles a aS St, 
: . HH | Roma aX tae a - ~ 
including board. ARN aS Aaae Wales cis teenth 
'‘Leneth of school in wks, .7d® OQ CH SDAHIOCANSINGD [|S +H 19H OO} 
S lo ee en Re en an ee oe ae |e ies rH 
| | = ee) 
| ae ie abe [eee aN tall, cdl SOR eae eee Gala t e 
\e eee es | ak Bn sara ed og Reo aes er 
‘Term. SBtreSias*|/ eSistisstiasiasiasias 
| o | = 
Ea Es e.5 E58 a5 EE = E. Es Sa! 
i 5 | ‘and s = 
aE \ne neat ab at \nF ice int |ae 
| ; 5 he cee ae Le ie lee —_—_—— —_—— | 
‘District No. A} *| ei ol mr} 0) a! o 
i 


*Not including board. 
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PUBLIC INTEREST IN SCHOOLS. 


Though our schools receive during the year—particularly at ex- 
aminations—a large number of visitors, there is but comparatively 
a small proportion of our citizens who ever go inside the school- 
room. Not one tax payerintwenty has given the teacher occasion 
to register his name. It is not enough to make appropriations and 
build houses, provide books and elect officers. It is not all that is 
demanded, to preach to children of the importance of learning, nor 
to talk earnestly of popular education. ‘The presence of the parent 
in the school is desired, not on examination days only, when the 
boldest and perhaps poorest scholars appear the best, but when the 
school is in its natural condition. It encourages the teacher, in- 
spires the scholars with confidence in their teachers and tends to 
make the school-room home-like in its associations and to make 
scholars enthusiastic in their studies. It is an incentive which can- 
not be supplied by any superior excellence of teachers ;—but it is 
a personal duty for which every parent is alone responsible. 


Government. All schools to be succeesful, must be well gov- 
erned. Order is Heaven’s first law, and the earlier children are 
trained to be obedient to the laws of home, of the school-room, of 
the state and the country, the more surely will they be ornaments 
of any society into which the chances of life may throwthem. Pa- 
rents, sometimes, when their children become dissatisfied, sympa- 
thize with them, and without examination or much reflection, do and 
say what, in their reflex influences, proves most disastrous to the 
scholar and the school. Children are more shrewd in these mat- 
ters than many at first suppose. They know when they misrepre- 
sent, and why, and if they succeed in deceiving the parent, they 
surely lay the foundation for other attempts at fraud as they grow 
older; and having succeeded in one, are they not encouraged to go 
on step by step until they may be finally ruined? Instead of en- 
couraging in the least, the fault-finding dispositions of our children 
as to their schools and teachers, let us endeavor to strengthen the 
hands of the latter by sympathy and cooperation, and stimulate them 
by kind words and generous action. May the influence of the “old 
folks at home” be of such a character that ““Young America ”’ will 
bring no reproach upon them in after years ; for we can scarcely 
expect teachers will enforce exact discipline in our schools unless 
they can be sustained by public sentiment. 


Progress in the studies. An increased amount of attention has 
been given to Reading, Writing and Spelling. Yet there are not 
many perfect readers. ‘There is too much monotony in many 
schools, too much mechanical action, too great formality, and no 
living agency, no effective, working spirit. 
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There is~apt to vy too little care in apn orenmiadian ofa reading 
exercise. The difficult words are not studied—their meaning, and 
consequently the import of sentences in which they perform anes- 
sential office, is not comprehended. Pupils are too often hurried. 
over the lesson without explanation or analysis. They are told 
but not shown how to read. They are conscious of defects, but are 
troubled to learn them, and sometimes teachers are too indolent or- 
too ignorant to teach them. More time and pains ‘should be given | 
to the elementary sounds of the letters. Syllables and words 
should be distinctly pronounced. Daily: drill in enunciation and 
tone of voice would accomplish wonders. A developed and well 
trained voiceis seldom harsh and unpleasant, or dry and husky ;: 
but clear, full, musical and sweet. It is not how much is read; for 
a few. sentences thoroughly mastered and used as exercises, will 
do more to make good readers than many pages carelessly gone 
over. 

In Spelling there is great deficiency—eypecially when the pupils 
are called upon to write sentences. Common words are. more. fre- 
quently spelled incorrectly than those more difficult, being less: 
carefully studied. The rules of orthography, so far aa practica- : 
ble, should be explained and_ illustrated by our teachers. It isa: 
good practice for the teacher to pronounce words from the reading. 
lesson. It will test the pupils’ habit of attention—their power of per- 
ception, and lead to a more careful observation of the formation of | 
words, and the correct impression made on the mind will be el 
malichtly retained. 

Mathematics receive a greater amount of. the pupils attention 
than other studies, and, in some instances apparently to the neglect. - 
of the study of language, that study which gives a man the ability | 
to spell well and read well, to speak and write our language with 
facility, ease and correctness, the ability to see and feel, if it may 
be, the beauty and power of speech as the common want and com- 
mon glory of a social being. Every boy and every girl in school, 
old enough to use a pen, should be thoroughly and. carefully 
trained to letter-writing and cémposition. What canbe more prac- 
tical ? fie 
Geography and History should so far as practicable, be: taught. | 
in connection. In-our schools there is a fair knowledge of the, . 
former, but great deficiencies in respectto the latter.. ‘There : has 
been a disposition to undervalue the study of history, probably 
without design or even a knowledge of the fact. | 
* Grammar is receiving more than usual attention in some schools. 
There has been an improvement in this department. ! 

From this report you will perceive that our schools are ina com- 
paratively prosperous condition, that they have been generally: un-~ 
der the direction of earnest, faithful, competent teachers ; that 
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they are composed for the most part, of intelligent, obedient and 
happy pupils. Letus regard them as our pride and cherish them 
with parental care. They are the true indices of our moral and in- 
tellectual progress, and should receive our constant encouragement, 
our most liberal support ; for they are the very life-blood of our 
free government, and to the training and discipline attending them 
must we look for the strongest fortifications and most essential safe- 
guard to American liberty. 

If the official acts of your Committee are not approved and this 
hastily written report is not as discreet as some would wish, he 
would cheerfully throw down the pen, be relieved of the responsi- 
bilities of the office, and commend them to some one who can 
please everybody. 


| Superintending School 
D. O. SMITH, } Committee. 
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